
Birth and Marriage Locations Found in Journal of Dr. George Engelmann

Analysis of Comment by Daniel Plott

Written by Cynthia Plott-Duke

Introduction:  In 1837, Dr. George Engelmann, German-American botanist wrote in his journal, “Vater und Mutter waren
als  Kinder  aus  Deutschland  gekommen,  hatten  sich  in  Philadelphia  geheiratet,  waren  nach  Reading,  oder  wie  die
Deutschen sagen, Redingen in Pennsylvanien gezogen, und dann noch vor dem Revolutionskrieg mit  vielen andern
Deutschen nach Nordcarolina gewandert. Dort war David Plott geboren.”

Translation: “His father and mother came from Germany were married in Philadelphia, and moved to Reading or as the
Germans say, Redingen, and then, before the Revolutionary War, with several other Germans moved to North Carolina.
David Plott was born there.” 

This analysis will show that David Plott was Daniel Plott, a son of George and Margaret Plott and that his comments were
captured in writings of Dr. Engelmann provides that Daniel's parents were born in Germany and that they married in
Philadelphia. This analysis will prove this by using archive documents from the the 1830s and 1840s, using federal census
and using journals of independent authors and researchers.

Exhibit 1:  In the 1815 Lincoln Co NC estate file for George Plott, the first page is a list of his children. 

The first line reads, “George Plott left to his wife Margaret lands during life.”

The next  line is  a  single  word,  “left”,  which the reader  is  to  presume that  the names below were the children and
grandchildren George Plott left when he died.

Mary Plott marred to John Campbell both dead leaving 'children' 
George, Daniel, John, Andrew, Polly married to James Willson,
Harry Campbell. 'Mary' dead before father. 'Polly & husband lived' out of state.

------ A line was written to distinguish next child.

Sophia married to John Jarrett both dead, 3 sons John,
William, Anthony. 'The sons moved to' Arkansas.
====
+ John Plott, alive 'living in' Cabarrus 'County, NC'
====
Elizabeth married to John Adams both dead. 'Their children were' George Adams,
Henry Adams, David Adams, John Adams, Daniel,
Obediah, & Bennet Adams, Margaret married Henry Swindler,
Catherine Adams married to Jas A. Rooks, 'The Adams family members live in' South Carolina & Georgia
====
+ Henry Plott, lives in Haywood 'County, NC'
====
+ Catherine lives in Cabarrus married John Baugh 'her second husband
====
+ Elias Plott, 'lives in' Iredell 'County, NC'
====
+ Isaac Plott, 'lives in' Cabarrus 'County, NC'
====
+ Daniel Plott, , 'lives in' Arkansas

Comments about the list of children:
• The double lines are break lines between each child and his/her family.
• On the list of children some of the children were noted to be deceased at the time the list was written.
• On the list of children, “+” was written next to the names of the children that were living at the time the list was

written.
• The words written in single quotations ' ' are added to provide clarity of information for the reader of this analysis.

Exhibit 2 and 3: In 1837, a journal “Das Westland” was written by a German-American botanist, Dr. George Engelmann.
For the time period, George Engelmann was a renowned doctor, who documented plants and flora in North America. After
his death his writings were donated to the Missouri Botanical Gardens. For this analysis, we reviewing a statement from
one of his journals, which was published in Germany and in the German Language. The statement in focus is, 

“Vater und Mutter waren als Kinder aus Deutschland gekommen, hatten sich in Philadelphia geheiratet, waren
nach Reading, oder wie die Deutschen sagen, Redingen in Pennsylvanien gezogen, und dann noch vor dem
Revolutionskrieg mit vielen andern Deutschen nach Nordcarolina gewandert. Dort war David Plott geboren.”

In 1992,  Jerome and Harriet H. Jansma translated “Das Westland” into English, which was published in, “The Arkansas
Historical Quarterly”, 

“His father and mother came from Germany were married in Philadelphia,  and moved to Reading or as the
Germans say, Redingen, and then, before the Revolutionary War, with several other Germans moved to North
Carolina. David Plott was born there.”



Exhibit 4:  Copyrighted in 2011 was a narrative summary, “Reuben Rice's 1820s-1840s Rural Trading Center” for the
Project Reach – Researching Early Arkansas Cultural History. The researchers and contributors prepared this report for
the Black River  Technical  College Pocahontas & Paragould,  Arkansas.  For the purpose of  this analysis,  we refer to
information on 11 of 40, 

“Engelmann made a mistake in identifying Plott as “David.” His description of Plott's location, noted as Plott's farm
and Plott's role as a country merchant match those of Daniel Plott.”

Exhibit 5:

To confirm any men with the surname Plott in the state of Arkansas, a search on Ancestry .com  was made for the 1830
and 1840 census.  The  searches only  resulted  for  Daniel  Plott.  The  1830 census reports  Daniel  Plott  in  Lawrence,
Arkansas. The 1840 census reports Daniel Plott in Randolph, Arkansas. 

“In 1835, Randolph County separated from Lawrence, and Bettis Bluff,  renamed Pocahontas,  became the Randolph
County seat. By 1839, a new county courthouse opened.” Quote from,
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=803 

Exhibit 6:

Referring back to the list of children for George and Margaret Plott, their daughter Sophia Plott married John Jarrett.
Furthermore, the sons of Sophia and John were also provided; “3 sons John, William, Anthony. 'The sons moved to'
Arkansas.” 

All  three of  Sophia  and John's  sons are found on the 1830 census living in  the same Lawrence County,  Arkansas
community as Daniel Plott. As seen on the 1830 census, image 7 of 41, William Jarrett was recorded above Daniel Plott,
then John Jarrett was recorded below Daniel Plott. Furthermore, Anthony Jarrett was recorded on the next census page,
image 9 of 41.

Conclusion:

On the list of children, documented in the Lincoln County, North Carolina estate file, George Plott left a son, Daniel Plott,
which a notation was made by his name that he lived in Arkansas.

From the Lawrence and Randolph Counties, Arkansas 1830 and 1840 census, Daniel Plott was the only man with the
surname Plott residing in the state.

Furthermore on the 1830 census, the sons of Daniel's sister and brother-in-law, Sophia and John Jarrett were recorded
with Daniel. By a relationship, Daniel Plott was the uncle to John, William and Anthony Jarrett. This relationship makes the
three men the nephews of Daniel Plott.

The staff of the Project Reach – Researching Early Arkansas Cultural History concluded that Daniel Plott was the man,
whom Dr. Engelmann visited with in 1837.

Dr. Engelmann's writing states that Plott was born in North Carolina, where George Plott lived and died. George Plott was
recorded on the 1800 Census in Lincoln County; the same county that his Last Will and Testament was proved in 1815.

It  is  concluded that  the Plott  that Dr.  George Engelmann wrote about in 1837 was Daniel Plott,  son of George and
Margaret Plott in North Carolina, whose list of children notes Daniel Plott in Arkansas.

Having concluded that Dr. Englemann published Daniel  Plott's comments in his journal,  we can now accept Daniel's
words about his parents as translated by Mr. and Mrs. Jansma, for the Winter 1992 with the correction of Daniel for David,
The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, “His father and mother came from Germany were married in Philadelphia, and moved
to Reading or as the Germans say, Redingen, and then, before the Revolutionary War, with several  other Germans
moved to North Carolina. 'Daniel' Plott was born there.”

George and Margaret Plott were born in Germany. They married in Philadelphia. Their son, Daniel Plott, was born in North
Carolina.
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Exhibit 6: 1830 Census : William Jarrett, Daniel Plott and John Jarrett



Exhibit 6:  1830 Census :  Anthony Jarrett


